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Inside this
week’s edition:
Senate, Board of Elections approve changes to election cycle Men’s soccer
BY TAYLOR FULKERSON
one’s senators are up for election will hopefully increase interest in
As Dugan noted, the new thinking big
Managing Editor
The Board of Elections announced that drastic changes
to student elections will happen
within the next academic year
in a press release on Nov. 11.
The number of elections will
be decreased from the current
three — a senate race in the fall
for first-years, an executive election in February and an election
for at-large senators, who can be
from any class year, in the spring
— to only two elections, with
one in October and another in
November.
The change “will streamline
the election process,” according to the press release, giving
first-years a chance to acclimate
themselves to Xavier, reducing
apathy among sitting senators
and reducing “voter burnout” by
holding an executive election in
October and a general senatorial race in November. “The new
terms for elected officials will be
from January until December,”
the press release said.
“Under the new system, every-

so it facilitates increased engagement on both the parts of students and senators. In addition,
the altered cycle eliminates the
‘summer slump’ on behalf of
senators and moves the cycle of
production to the center of the
school year,” Board of Elections
Chair Stephen Coulter said in an
interview.

the election process.”
With the advantages, there will
be some severe drawbacks, including a complicated transition to the
new election cycle. “The upcoming executive election will be victim of a condensed term, while
the transitional term for senators
will allow for consistency on the
current (Student Government

Photo courtesy of Colleen Reynolds

Increased student interest will
also help voter turnout, which has
suffered in recent years, according
to Coulter and Assistant Director
of Student Involvement Molly
Dugan. In the past few years, executive elections have attracted
voters, while interest declined for
the following general elections.
“We can capitalize on the buzz
generated by the executive election and leverage that for senate
elections,” Dugan said. “The process won’t be as drawn out, which

Association),” Coulter said.
The transition process will involve grandfathering in current
senators for next year if they
choose to remain and holding an
election in the spring to fill vacant
seats. The executive election will
be held according to the previous
schedule in spring 2015, however, with another election on the
schedule for October 2015.
The change is not anticipated
to affect most clubs on campus,
however.

schedule reflects practices at other
Jesuit institutions. “We based our
new model off several aspirant
institutions such as Creighton and
we are confident it will work,” she
said.
The hiccups should be temporary, however. Besides streamlining the process, the long-term advantages are anticipated to make
both SGA executives and senators
more effective forces on campus.
Executives will spend time in office before drafting a budget under the new system. “We think it
will be particularly helpful during
organization budgeting, which in
the past had taken place as tickets were transferring responsibilities from one to another,” Dugan
said.
The new schedule should also
ensure that senators can better
represent students on campus.
“This new cycle allows (the Office
of Student Involvement) to provide strong training and support
for the senators, as they will all
begin their term together,” Dugan
said.

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Senior defender Garret Halfhill
goes for a header in the soccer
team’s home win against Butler.

The No. 18 Xavier men’s
soccer team celebrated
its senior night on Nov.
7 and begins Big East
Tournament play on Nov.
14. The team plays either
Georgetown or Marquette
in the second round.

Mock trial hosts tournament

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
The mock trial team hosted
its first regional tournament on
Nov. 8 and 9 at Xavier University,
with 20 teams participating in the
Queen City Invitational.
Since the release of the case
by the American Mock Trial
Association in August, the mock
trial team had been preparing for
their cases and the tournament.
“We put in an enormous
amount of work for this tournament, but it was honestly never
too much work and it was never
overbearing,” President Annie
Szendrey said.
To prepare for the regional tournament, the coaches and
student members had to prepare
food venders, classrooms, drinks,
ballots and trophies to help the
tournament run smoothly.
“The coaches were the main
reason this tournament ran so
smoothly because they were able
to outline everything that needed
to be done. They were amazing
at running everything on schedule and they even ran ahead of
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Xavier’s mock trial team (above) hosted 20 mock trial teams at the Queen City Invitational on Nov. 8 and 9.

schedule sometimes,” Szendrey
said.
The team was also in charge
of emailing and calling 80 judges
to volunteer for the tournament.
“Schools really want good
judges to attend the tournaments.
Thankfully, our pull of judges
were amazing and they were all
law students or attorneys within
the Cincinnati area,” Szendrey
said.
This year marks the first time

Xavier has held a regional mock
rail event. The tournament was
held to fundraise for travel expenses for the team’s various other tournaments and as a learning
experience for the new members
on the team. The mock trial team
is composed of 20 members, ten
of which are first-year students.
“We did about as well as we,
and our coaches, expected us to
do,” Szendrey said. “This tournament was an amazing learn-

Also in this issue
News

Xavier recently hosted Nicholas
Winton, the “British Schindler”
who saved more than 600 wouldbe Holocaust victims.
page 5

ing experience, not only for our
freshman, but for the returners
as well.”
The team had formed its
own cases, questions asked by
the attorneys and crosses for the
tournament.
“The best part of Mock Trial
is that you get practice both
sides,” Szendrey said. “Attorneys
have to think both ways allowing
them to really think quickly on
their feet.”

Within the following weeks,
the team will start over on the
case in order to bring new witnesses and ideas to view.
“For next week, we are planning on redoing the rosters for
the teams, picking different witnesses, and basically starting from
ground zero,” Szendrey said.
The team plans to scrimmage
the University of Cincinnati or
Northern Kentucky University
before Christmas.
This scrimmage will help prepare them for their first regional
tournament in February, which
helps lead them to the Opening
Round Championship Series
(ORCS).
“The mock trial team made
it to ORCS last year and we can
only hope to make it that far
again this year. Our main goal is
to make it to nationals of course,
but placing in ORCS will be just
as awesome,” Szendrey said.
ORCS only takes the top eight
teams from the regional tournament and those that are the
top teams in ORCS move onto
Nationals.

Op-Ed
Staff Columnist Amelia Ryzcek
comments on Americans’ delayed
response to the Ebola epidemic.
Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org
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Dance marathon benefits children
BY ERICA LAMPERT

Staff Writer
Xavier
University
Dance
Marathon (XUDM) will kick off
its year-round fundraising activities for Cincinnati Children’s
Medical Hospital with the
Cincinnati Benefit Concert for
Children, featuring hip-hop artist
Mike Stud, on Nov. 15.
“We work tirelessly throughout the year planning various
events, working with Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital, communicating with Champions Families and
applying for donations and sponsorships,” President of XUDM
Tory Kennedy said.
The Student Activities Council
is pairing up with the XUDM
team to provide buses to this fundraising event.
Tickets will be sold on Nov.
4 in Brockman and Kuhlman
and on Nov. 11 and Nov. 14 in
Fenwick Hall.
“A portion of ticket sales is being donated to Dance Marathon,
so we would love it if people
would attend,” Kennedy said.
XUDM holds numerous benefit events every year in order to
raise money for the children at
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
Aside from the benefit concert,

XUDM will hold a Dance Marathon community.
“We always have a raffle with
XUDM has a Disk Jockey play- donated items such as restaurant
in January to raise awareness in peing music, Champion Families re- gift cards, or Reds tickets. We
diatrics and research.
“ T h e
also have had
D a n c e
food donated
Marathon
every hour
is a 12-hour
from compadance-a-thon
nies includwhere stuing Chipotle,
dents stand
Naked Pizza
and dance
and Noodles
for the entire
& Company,”
duration of
Kennedy
the event for
said.
the children
X U D M
who can’t,”
plans to raise
Kennedy
over $15,000
said.
for Cincinnati
T h e
C h i l d r e n ’s
D a n c e
Hospital from
Marathon
the
Dance
was created
Marathon
to show supfrom
the
port for pastudents
tients and
and staff at
families at
Xavier.
“Students
Cincinnati
and
staff
C h i l d r e n’s
should attend
Hospital,
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
dance
to have stu- DJ Mike Stud will perform at XUDM’s benefit concert for Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. the
because we
dents understand the various battles terminally telling their stories about their ex- cannot do it without them,”
ill children face, to raise money periences at Cincinnati Children’s Kennedy said. “We need people
and awareness for the children and Hospital, free food and tons of to help us raise money to support Cincinnati Children’s and to
to bond Xavier University as a prizes during this event.
- Paid Advertisement -

come to the event to help support the patients and families
who attend. The success of the
event is a community effort, and
we want people to get involved.”
All of the money raised at the
dance will go to Charitable Care
fund at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital to help pay for the care
of children whose families cannot
afford treatment and to the hospital’s research fund.
“Dance Marathon makes a
huge difference to these families experiencing difficult times
because XUDM provides them
with people who care,” Kennedy
said. “Hearing these children
and families speak, and understanding the struggles they’ve
gone through will touch every
single student in unimaginable
ways.”
XUDM plans to create various
other small fundraisers throughout the year, in addition to its benefit concert and dance marathon
to raise money for Cincinnati
Children’s Hospital.
“XUDM is important because
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
is so important,” Kennedy said.
“The medical center is not merely
important to Cincinnati, it is important to the entire world.”

Xavier Newswire
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Xavier hires new Registrar

warding one for her.
outside of assisting students with
Staff Writer
“The biggest challenge of be- their scheduling needs.
The Xavier community wel- ing a Registrar is balancing the
“We are responsible for procomed Andrea Wawrzusin to the roles of leader administrator and tecting the accuracy and integrity
service provider,” Wawrzusin said. of academic records for posterRegistrar staff this fall.
Before coming to Xavier, “However, one thing which can re- ity,” Wawrzusin said. “We are also
Wawrzisin
served
as
responsible for keepRegistrar at Binghamton
ing our business pracUniversity
in
New
tices and the student
York, the University of
system up-to-date, as
South Carolina Beaufort
well as leading innovaand Appalachian State
tion in support of the
University.
academic mission of the
She completed her
university.”
undergraduate degree at
Dr. Wawrzusin spoke
State University of New
well of the challenges
York, a masters at Elmira
and implications of her
College and a doctorate at
job.
Northeastern University.
“I like being a
With that and her employRegistrar because every
ment experiences, she is
day is different and beexcited to be joining the
cause the work allows
Xavier community.
me to help students and
“I was attracted by
work with technology,”
Xavier’s excellent repuWawrzusin said. “I really
Photo courtesy of Xavier.edu
tation and mission as a
appreciate how studentJesuit university. My ex- Andrea Wawrzusin is welcomed as Xavier’s new Registrar. centered the faculty and
perience so far has been excellent. ally describe Xavier University is ex- staff are here.”
Everyone has been extremely wel- cellence. So far, everyone I have met
To contact the Office of the
coming and helpful,” Wawrzusin from all areas of campus has shared Registrar, email xureg@xavier.edu
a commitment to making Xavier or visit www.xavier.edu/registrar.
said.
While Wawrzusin admits that University the best it can be.”
The office can also be reached at
The Office of the Registrar (513)-745-3941 from 8 a.m. to 5
everything may not be easy as a
Registrar, the job has been a re- has many more responsibilities p.m. Monday through Friday.

BY MAX BRUNS
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Upcoming SAC
Events
Compiled by Lydia Rogers

Trip to
“Once”
Musical*
Xavier
Newswire

Saturday, Nov. 15
Edited by: Lydia Rogers
1 p.m. torogersl2@xavier.edu
5 p.m.
Buses leave Buenger Circle for
the Aronoff Center

The Asia Project
Monday, Nov. 17
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Kennedy Auditorium

Ice Skating Trip

Friday, Dec. 5
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Buses leave Buenger Circle for
Fountain Square

Death By Chocolate
Wednesday, Dec. 10
7 p.m.
GSC Atrium
* Limited ticket event. Ticket information coming soon.

Jesuit martyrs honored Sorority celebrates service
Newswire photo by Lydia Rogers

Artist Mary Pimmel-Freeman’s collection of watercolor portraits hanging outside of the Dorothy Day Center for Faith and Justice
BY JUSTIN WORTHING
at Xavier, the Office of Mission and
“IFTJ is a conference put

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Dorothy Day Center
for Faith and Justice (CFJ) is organizing multiple events to commemorate the 25th anniversary of
the death of six Jesuits, their housekeeper and her daughter during the
Salvadoran Civil War at the Central
American University in El Salvador.
The events include a display of
Mary Pimmel-Freeman’s watercolor
portraits of the eight victims, hung
by the entrance to the CFJ office.
In addition, the CFJ partnered
with student organization Voices of
Solidarity (VOS) on Nov. 10 to erect
crosses for the victims of the civil
war. VOS placed 14 crosses to represent 14 martyrs of El Salvador as well
as 25 crosses to represent the roughly
75,000 civilian deaths during the war.
The will also be a prayer service
for the martyrs on Nov. 13, plus parish and university Masses on Nov.
16. Collections at student Masses
will be taken for the benefit of Fe
y Alegría, which runs schools for
socioeconomically-disadvantaged
children in El Salvador.
The CFJ has also partnered with
the Institute for Spirituality and
Social Justice, Bellarmine Chapel,
the Edward B. Brueggeman Center
for Dialogue, the Jesuit Community

Identity, the President’s Office, the
Theology Department and VOS to
bring Bob Lassalle-Klein to speak
about his new book “Blood and Ink:
Ignacio Ellacuria, Jon Sobrino, and
the Jesuit Martyrs of the University
of Central America” at 7:30 p.m on
Nov. 18 in Kennedy Auditorium.
“Needless to say, our remembrance is an act of mourning; we
deeply regret the loss of these
lives,” Xavier professor and Jesuit
Fr. Dan Hartnett said. “The companions of (ours) worked hard for
peace by means of teaching, writing, saying Mass and occasionally
giving lectures abroad. Many were
well-known scholars but they always remained close to those in
need; they were never too busy to
attend to the everyday problems of
people on the margins of society.”
Xavier also plans to send student delegations to the Ignatian
Family Teach-in for Justice (IFTJ)
in Washington, D.C. and to the
School of the Americas (SOA)
Vigil and Protest in Georgia.
The IFTJ delegation will be led
by senior Joe McGrath and sophomore Hannah Sheppard, and the
SOA Protest delegation will be led
by senior and Managing Editor at
the Newswire Taylor Fulkerson.

on once a year by the Ignatian
Solidarity Network,” McGrath
said. “The conference is made up
of high school and college students
from all across the nation of nearly
all Jesuit colleges and some of the
larger Jesuit high schools. It is important for Xavier students to go
to help continue the growing network of the Jesuit education, also
to learn about what other schools
are doing that we could take back
to our own campus.”
The SOA Protest began in 1990,
one year after the death of the eight
martyrs. SOA, now known as the
Western Hemisphere Institute for
Security Cooperation, created the
battalion responsible for killing the
martyrs in 1980.
“I think it is important for students to attend because it helps
them to see the connection between American foreign policy
and real people who live in Latin
America,” Fulkerson said. “I think
it’s also important that, as a Jesuit
university, students are exposed to
the gritty reality of violence and
war and the corresponding cry
for justice that comes from the
people. It is part of educating the
whole person: both the mind and
the heart, alongside other people.”

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

BY MADDIE DAY

Staff Writer
Xavier’s Pi Upsilon Chapter
of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority
is hosting a week of events to
celebrate 92 years of community
service.
The “Rise of a RHOyal Empire:
Poodle Week 2014” began Nov. 8
and will continue through Nov. 16.
On Nov. 10, the chapter
raised awareness about diabetes
at its “Battle RHOyal: Knock
Out Health Disparities” event.
Participants played Family Feud
and battled for prizes.
On Nov. 16, its members
will host a reflective event at
the Multicultural, Gender and
Women’s Center that sheds light
on the role of African-American
women throughout history.
The event, “A RHOyal
Highness: the Evolution of Black
Women,” encouraged members
of the Xavier community to
lift others up and promote high
self-esteem.
There will be a “RHOyal
Experience” to honor the seven
founders of the Sigma Gamma
Rho sorority on Nov. 12.

The chapter sponsors its
“RHOyal Combat” self-defense
class on Nov. 13. The class begins at
7:22 p.m. in the Gallagher Student
Center Clocktower Lounge.
On Nov. 14, the chapter will
travel to Rockdale Academy for
student tutoring.
“The whole purpose of Rise of a
RHOyal Empire: Poodle Week 2014
is to bring awareness about a host
of different things that are important to Xavier University’s campus
and to allow the campus to celebrate
92 years of sisterhood, scholarship
and service with us as Pi Upsilon
and Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority,
Inc., and to continue to honor and
work towards the ideas and goals
our seven Illustrious Pearls started
92 years ago,” President of the Pi
Upsilon Chapter of Sigma Gamma
Rho sorority Briana Davis said.
Xavier’s Pi Upsilon Chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority was
established at Xavier in 2005. The
chapter works to bring those ideals
and principles to Xavier’s campus
and the surrounding community.
For more information, contact
Briana Davis at davisb14@xavier.
edu.
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Police
Notes
Nov. 3, 12:24 p.m. – A commuter student reported that he
or she was assaulted on Oct.
31 at the Domino’s Pizza on
Montgomery Road. The victim
claimed that the two assailants
were students. Norwood Police
was notified and is investigating.
Nov. 3, 5:31 p.m. – A student
reported that a suspicious person driving a white Grand Am
made unwanted comments and
asked the student to get into the
vehicle in the Village Lot. It was
discovered that the suspect was
a Domino’s driver. The driver
was notified and advised not to
return to campus any more.
Nov. 3, 8:07 p.m. – A student
smoking marijuana in the woods
behind the R-1 Lot was cited for
drug abuse.
Nov. 4, 3:47 p.m. – A student reported that someone had
egged his or her vehicle in the
R-3 Lot.
Nov. 5, 4:01 a.m. – An officer on routine patrol discovered
that basement windows had been

broken out and a door kicked in
in two vacant houses owned by
the university on Dana Avenue.
The buildings were checked and
Physical Plant was notified.
Nov. 6, 4:19 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood Police
with a report of a pedestrian
struck at Montgomery Road and
Cleneay Avenue. The pedestrian
was not affiliated with Xavier.
Nov. 7, 12:27 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
with a room search in Kuhlman
Hall. A small amount of marijuana and drug paraphernalia was
confiscated. Residence Life will
follow up.
Nov. 7, 2:00 p.m. – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire and Rescue
and Physical Plant responded to
fire alarm at Schott Hall. A faulty
smoke detector activated the
alarm and the system was reset.
Nov. 7, 4:15 p.m. – A student
reported the theft of his or her
vehicle parked in the R-2 Lot. The
student said that he or she had
parked the vehicle on Oct. 20 and

- Paid Advertisement -

- Classifieds Houses Still Available

noticed it missing on Nov. 7.
Nov. 7, 6:40 p.m. – Three students smoking marijuana in the
Victory Family Park were cited
for drug abuse.
Nov. 7, 11:53 p.m. – A nonstudent visitor who had previously been warned to stay off
campus in the past was issued a
trespass warning letter after he or
she was found visiting a student
in a residence hall. When Xavier
Police responded, it was discovered that the non-student had left
a gun in the student’s bathroom.
The gun was safely recovered and
charges are pending against the
non-student visitor.
Nov. 8, 11:48 a.m. – Xavier
Police confiscated two paintball
guns left in a vehicle in the C-2
Lot.
Nov. 8, 3:19 p.m. – An RA
reported that an unknown student threw him or her in a closet
while he or she was writing up a
group of students being loud in
Brockman Hall.

Nov. 9, 12:29 a.m. – Xavier
Police found a rear door kicked
in at a vacant house owned by
the university on Dana Avenue
again. It appears that someone
is entering to steal copper from
the pipes in the house. Physical
Plant was notified and secured
the house again.
Nov. 9, 8:50 p.m. – Two students were cited on separate occasions for having fictitious IDs
after their wallets were turned in
to the RA desk at Kuhlman Hall
and to the lost and found office
at Flynn Hall.

•Houses remain on popular
Wayland and Ivanhoe Avenue
•Can accommodate group sizes from 4 up to 7 students.
•Please contact Matt 513-5879884 or matthew.dias@ge.com
with any questions or to schedule a showing.

University Station
location apartments
and houses available.

•Affordable rents.
•Please call 513-604-7152 and
visit www.xurents.com

2 Bedroom
Apartments Available

Wax on, wax off.

•Across from Starbucks and
U- Station.
•Starting at $830/month (heat
and water included) if leased
before Thanksgiving break.
•Call 513-604-7152

Nov. 8, 7:50 p.m. – A nonstudent washing car windows
and asking people for donations in the Norwood Plaza
Lot during the basketball
game was issued a trespass
warning letter and sent on his
or her way.

•May 2015. Off campus
SPIFFY apartments. Two up
to six bedrooms. Carports;
Dishwashers (and more.)
•Cincivegan@juno.com
for
information and photos.

Note of the

Week

For Rent

- Paid Advertisement -

Become
a leader
who changes
the world
around you
Are you interested in making a real difference in
your career and your community? Then Wright
State’s Master of Public Administration is the
perfect degree for you.
Explore the region’s premier M.P.A. program and
learn how you can:
advance your career in the public, private, or
QRQSURŵWVHFWRUV

College of
Liberal Arts

learn and apply professional management
skills that will make a real change—before
you graduate
connect with experienced faculty and
successful alumni in small classes
Visit us and apply now for early consideration
wright.edu/mpanow
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Xavier honors ‘Kindertransport’ hero
Sir Nicholas Winton recognized for heroic efforts that saved 669 children from concentration camps

Photo courtesy of theguardian.com

Photo courtesy of theguardian.com

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Nicholas Winton, pictured in the left photo holding a child and in the center photo, was honored at Xavier on Nov. 10. Renata Laxova (right), one of the children Winton saved, spoke at the event.

BY JESS LARKIN

Copy Editor
In the months leading up to
World War II, Nicholas Winton
travelled to Prague to see what
had become of the many Czech
refugees, many of whom were
Jewish, who had been displaced
by the German invasion. Many of
the refugees were children whose
parents would later be imprisoned
and killed in Nazi concentration
camps. Winton, realizing the fate
of these children, spent the next
few months organizing “Czeck
Kindertransport,” an operation

that would save 669 children.
Xavier’s Center for Interfaith
Community Engagement recently collaborated with the Center
for Holocaust and Humanity
Education (CHHE) to honor the
heroism of Sir Nicholas Winton,
who is now 105 years old and recognized as the “British Schindler.”
The event featured a viewing
of “Nicky’s Family,” a documentary that tells the story of the
great “Czech Kindertransport”
and how it influenced generations
of people that want to do something positive for the world.

Barbara Winton, Winton’s
daughter, spoke about her father
and the rescue. Her talk was followed by a speech from Dr. Renata
Laxova, who was only seven when
she was rescued by Winton.
Winton’s “family” consists
of those that were liberated and
those influenced by the rescue,
adding up to nearly 6,000 people.
Winton waited 50 years before admitting his deed. Prior to this historical concession, the children he
rescued knew nothing about the
man that saved them.
In 2008, the Czech govern-

ment nominated Winton for the
Nobel Peace Prize. He also received other honors, including being appointed as a Member of the
Order of the British Empire.
The Czech government and
President Milos Zeman also
awarded Winton with the highest
honor, the Order of the White
Lion.
The night also recognized the
76th anniversary of Kristallnacht
(the Night of Broken Glass), a
night when Jewish homes and
establishments were destroyed at
the hand of the Nazis and thou-

- United States and World News -

News in Brief

sands of Polish Jews were deported from their homes in Germany
just one year before World War II.
“These two programs coincide well as they remind us of
the importance of responding
to injustice in the world as well
as our capacity to make a difference in the lives of others through
selfless acts of love,” Stephanie
Renny, program assistant for the
Center for Interfaith Community
Engagement, said. “Winton’s story inspires us not only because of
his persistence towards good, but
because of his enduring humility.”

Americans freed from North Korea

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS
Campus News Editor

Two Israeli soldiers killed, two injured in stabbings

An Israeli soldier was stabbed and killed in Tel Aviv in the first
of four stabbings of Israeli soldiers on Nov. 10. One of the
three other soldiers was a 24-year-old woman who also died of
her wounds. Israeli police officials are calling the attackers “terrorists.” These incidents come amidst lingering tension between
Israelis and Palestinians and growing conflict between Fatah and
Hamas, two Palestinian factions that control the West Bank and
Gaza, respectively.

Small plane crash in the Bahamas kills nine people

A small jet crashed in Freeport on the island of Grand Bahama
on Nov. 9, killing all nine people on board. One of the crash victims was prominent Bahamian pastor Myles Munroe. The plane
is believed to have crashed after hitting a crane in the Freeport
Ship Yard and falling into a nearby junkyard. The Royal Bahamas
Police Force is currently conducting an investigation.

School in Nigeria bombed
At least 46 students were killed after a bomb went off in a boys’
school in the Nigerian town of Potiskum. Officials think that
a man dressed as a student entered the school and detonated a
bomb. Officials also think that the man is affiliated with terrorist organization Boko Haram, the group that kidnapped several
hundred girls. Boko Haram has been known to target school
children in past attacks.

Obama visits Asian countries

President Obama is shifiting his focus to foreign policy with
a trip to Asia after a disappointing midterm election for the
Democrats. Obama will travel to China and Myanmar as well
as Australia. The president will attend three different summits
with world leaders that will include discussions on trade, foreign
policy and relations with Russia.

Photo courtesy of www.nytimes.com

Bae and Miller were greeted by their family members on Nov. 8 after being freed from a North Korean prison.

BY RICHARD MEYER

Copy Editor
Kenneth Bae and Matthew
Todd Miller were released by the
North Korean government and
were welcomed home on Nov. 8.
They arrived at Joint Base LewisMcChord near Tacoma, Wash.
Their release came after a letter was delivered to officials
in Pyongyang by U.S. Director
of National Intelligence James
Clapper. Clapper went to the
country as an envoy of President
Obama to negotiate the release
and spent about a day in North
Korea deliberating with security
officials. The U.S. government
stated that there was no trade in
exchange for the prisoners.

Bae is 46 years old and originally from Lynnwood, Wash. He
spent two years imprisoned by
the North Korean government
after being charged with using
Christian evangelization to preach
against the North Korean government. He was sentenced to 15
years of hard labor.
“I just want to say thank you
all for supporting me and standing
by me during this time,” Bae said.
He also thanked the North
Koreans for giving him back his
freedom.
“I’d like to thank the
(Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea) North Korean government, as well — allowing me to
come home and be united with

our family,” he said.
The other man, Matthew Todd
Miller, is 25 years old and from
Bakersfield, Calif. He was detained earlier in 2014 for allegedly
acting hostile toward the North
Korean government.
Miller was sentenced to six
years of hard labor. North Korean
officials claimed that he was a spy
sent by the U.S. government to
infiltrate a prison. Miller and his
family did not speak to the press.
“I hope their release is a signal
of a potential opening between
our two countries and that despite
our stark differences we may find
a common humanity,” Laura Ling,
U.S. journalist and former captive
of North Korea, said.
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Fans get glimpse of season to come

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Sophomore Jalen Reynolds battles for a rebound against Northwood.

BY ADAM TORTELLI
Staff Writer

Xavier men’s basketball unofficially began play this past
weekend in an exhibition that
quickly turned into a 102-68 win
over the Division-II Northwood
Timberwolves.
The grind-it-out process quickly brought the Musketeers to a 6-0
lead over the Timberwolves that
would transform into a doublefigure lead at 17-7.
Each player that came onto the
floor helped extend the lead and
excite fans.

Senior center Matt Stainbrook
led the Musketeers with 16 points
and tied junior forward James Farr
with seven rebounds.
Stainbrook’s points came from
making five out of six shot attempts from the floor while also
connecting on all six of his free
throw attempts.
Freshman forward Trevon
Blueitt had an impressive performance as the only starting freshman from his highly touted class
and recorded 14 points, four rebounds and an assist.
Seven of his points came in

the last five minutes of the first
half and converting both of his
3-point attempts.
Head coach Chris Mack had his
team operating with an inside-out
strategy from the very beginning.
Whether it is Stainbrook, sophomore forward Jalen Reynolds
or even freshman center Sean
O’Mara, the big men were receiving their fair share of touches in
the post all night long.
O’Mara and sophomore guard
Myles Davis worked with junior
guard Remy Abell to show how
lethal the bench will be this year.
O’Mara quietly matched Blueitt
in points by attacking the offensive glass and maintaining prime
position for easy dump off passes.
Myles Davis displayed increased comfort and composure
on the offensive end.
Davis’s attacks to the basket
resulted in trips to the line, where
he went 3-3. Davis finished with
10 points in just eight minutes of
play.
Abell became more comfortable as the game went on, starting
the second half for sophomore
guard Brandon Randolph.
Abell, an Indiana University
transfer, turned in nine points,
three rebounds and two assists
— a diverse stat line that will be
much needed without the extensive talents of departed Semaj

Christon and Justin Martin.
officially start its 2014-15 camFreshman forward Makinde paign and bid for the NCAA
London and Reynolds did not tournament on Nov. 14 at Cintas
fail to excite fans with thunder- Center against Northern Arizona.
ous slam dunks
throughout the
night.
Closing the
list of notable
freshmen performances came
from
backup
point
guard
Larry
Austin
Jr. Austin came
on to relieve
senior captain
Dee Davis as
the floor general
and exceeded
expectations.
In 18 minutes
on, Austin rapidly increased
the game’s tempo and used
his
deceptive
strength to get
into the paint.
Austin impressed fans by
being audible
in the huddle
and on the
court to lead his
teammates.
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele
Xavier men’s
basketball will Junior Remy Abell made his Muskie debut on Nov. 8
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Men’s season ends with senior night
BY ANDREW UTZ

48 wins thus far.
An explosive year for the
Muskies utilized an unbreakable
defense and timely scoring.
In the most recent rankings
posted by NCAA.com, Xavier
came in at No. 18.
A 2-0 win over the Butler
Bulldogs catapulted the team as it
gains momentum heading into the
Big East Tournament.
The goals came from freshman Matt Vasquenza and sophomore Jalen Brown. Brown’s goal
marked his third this season and

Vasquenza’s sixth.
Xavier’s first goal came in the
Cheers rang across the Xavier
28th minute after a cross from seSoccer Complex as the starting
nior Matt Hill.
lineups were announced for the
The cross found the head of
soccer match-up on Nov. 7.
senior Will Walker, who put it
As part of events for the final
back into the box.
home game of the season. Five
Brown tipped it in the seMusketeers were honored at sequence, and the ball found the
nior night.
foot of Vasquenza, who buried it
The game marked the final
in the back of the net.
home game for seniors Garrett
An insurance goal was added
Halfhill, Hill, Osswald, Owen
in the second half. Walker found
Steinwall and Walker. The quintet
Vasquenza after Butler turned
is Xavier’s winningest class with
over the ball in midfield.
The freshman ran
toward the net, breaking away from the
Bulldog defense. The
goalkeeper came out on
Vasquenza, deflecting
the shot. Brown was
there to collect the free
ball and send it home.
Senior goalkeeper
Eric Osswald had his
10th shutout this year.
He set the school
record for the most
shutouts in a season,
surpassing the previous
record of nine.
The win put Xavier
at second place in the
Big East standings,
which is the highest finish in team history.
This
gives
the
team a bye in the first
round of the Big East
Newswire photo by Adam Spegele Tournament, facing eiSenior Will Walker is greeted by his family as he was recognized on senior night. ther Georgetown or
Staff Writer

BY ADAM PURVIS
Staff Writer

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Eric McWoods chases down a pass.

Marquette on Nov. 14.
The bye places Xavier immediately into a semifinal match, with
the final slated for Nov. 16.
Xavier
was
competitive
against both potential opponents
in the regular season. Against
Marquette, the Muskies won 1-0
with a goal from Brown. This was
the first home loss for Marquette
since 2013.
Against Georgetown, Xavier
suffered a tough 1-0 loss.
On the other side of the table, league leader Creighton also
got a bye in the first round and
looks to play either Villanova or
Providence.
As they approach conference
play, the Musketeers look to be on
top of their game to have a shot
at the tournament championship.

Volleyball team nears season end

Newswire photo by Adam Spegele

Freshman Jesse Earl smiles during Xavier’s impressive win over Georgetown.

BY ISABEL SMITH

Staff Writer
Xavier women’s volleyball
team had back-to-back matches
as the regular season nears its end.
The Musketeers battled two of
their conference rivals, falling to
Creighton and defeating a struggling Georgetown team.
Sitting atop the Big East standings, the Creighton Blue Jays came
to Cintas on Nov. 7 to face the
Musketeers.
The Blue Jays came out on top
in the match (3-1) that was two
points shy of heading into a fifth
and decisive set.
Both the first and second sets
started out close but resulted in
Creighton eventually capturing

and holding onto the lead and
winning the sets 25-17 and 25-15.
There were 11 ties in set three.
The last tie occurred at 14 points
when the Muskies took the lead
and eventually won the third
frame 25-19.
Xavier continued its strong
performance into the fourth
set and created three five-point
spreads. The Blue Jays eventually
found the momentum to carry
the team to victory and won the
closely contested set 25-23.
Following the competitive
match against elite Big East competition, the Musketeers were eager to face their next opponent at
home.
The Georgetown Hoyas ar-

rived at Cintas on Nov. 8 after a
loss to Butler in Indianapolis the
previous day.
Xavier found a 10-3 lead early
in the set before finally taking the
first frame 25-14. Both freshman
Kristen Massa and senior Aubree
Smith had five kills, contributing
to the team’s .464 hitting percentage in the initial set.
The Hoyas put up a fight in the
beginning of the second set coming within two points of the lead.
The Muskies eventually took a 2515 victory.
The third and closest set found
Georgetown with their only two
leads of the match. The Hoyas
came alarmingly close to a win at
24-23 before Xavier rallied and
had consecutive kills to seal the
deal, 26-24.

2015 baseball
schedule released

Sophomore Abbey Bessler’s
killer
performance
against
Georgetown helped her record
her 14th double-double of the
year. Also, redshirt senior Alex
Blair, Massa and Smith all hit over
.500 in the win.
The Musketeers return to action in Indianapolis on Nov. 14,
against the Butler Bulldogs.
Xavier is eyeing the Butler
Bulldogs, who stand at fourth in
the Big East.
The top four teams head to
the Big East Championship. The
Bulldogs (10-5) hold a one-game
advantage over the Musketeers
(9-6).
Each team has just three more
games left in the season to earn its
chance to head to the conference
championship.

Newswire photo by Jessica Bannon

The team celebrates a momentum swinging point against Creighton.

The Xavier baseball schedule
was released on Nov. 5 with marquee matchups against tough Big
East opponents.
The baseball team finished 3029 last season, and won the Big
East Championship in its first
year in the conference to reach
the NCAA tournament for the
second time in school history.
The men played an exemplary
season last year and hope to continue its success this year.
The Musketeers are scheduled
to play a total of 55 games and
start off the season on Feb. 13
against Army in South Carolina.
This is part of a four-game
weekend including games with
Boston College and Wofford
College.
Xavier will return to South
Carolina the following weekend to
play in the First Pitch Invitational
against Presbyterian College,
Indiana University and host
Furman University.
The Muskies will continue
play against Louisville away from
home for three games early in the
season and will face crosstown
rival University of Cincinnati on
March 3 at Cincinnati before they
head to Auburn for three more
games.
The home opener will be part
of a home-and-away series with
the Wright State Raiders on March
11.
The Musketeers will head
to Nashville, Tenn., to play ball
against Lipscomb University for
their last big road trip in March.
They will continue play against
the Ohio University Bobcats,
Northern Kentucky University
Norse and the Dayton University
Flyers before their first conference game of the season.
Xavier will open conference
play against Seton Hall who
dominated the Big East last year
and will be an early test for the
Musketeers as they enter the pivotal stretch of the season.
Xavier plays Creighton in
Omaha for three games in a rematch of the 2014 Big East
Championship in which the
Musketeers came out on top 5-0.
Creighton was 32-17-1 last
season and won two of the three
games against the Musketeers
before playing them in the
championship.
Heading into the conference
tournament, Xavier has a stretch
of six games where they look to
gain momentum in conference
play to make a run at a second
consecutive title.
The
2015
Big
East
Championships will be held from
May 21 to 24 at Ameritrade Park
in Omaha, Neb., where all eyes
will be on the defending champions to see how they perform.
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Loyalty versus ambition
What ultimately brings happiness?

My grandfather worked as an engineer for
General Electric (GE) Aerospace his entire adult
life. He would always tell me, “I never woke up and
dreaded going to work.” He genuinely loved his job,
and they loved him.
Most of his work was confidential. However, what
we do know is that he and a small team of engineers
invented the “thrust reverser,” which takes forwardmoving thrust and reverses it so that a jet can slow
down enough to land. Without this key component,
which exists in every jet engine,
modern flight would be impossible.
Needless to say, my grandfather was
a very loyal and valued member of
the GE team.
Loyalty is a very sought-after
trait in today’s society, especially in
corporate America. Those who are
considered loyal have the respect of
their peers and superiors because
of their unquestioning dedication to their work. Loyalty is normally rewarded in the workplace.
Promotions, watches, pay raises
and many other tools are used to
incentivize loyalty and make the daily monotony
worthwhile.
Day after day, the loyal worker receives task after task in hopes of one day being recognized for
following instructions from those who are more
ambitious.
After they invented one of the most revolutionary components of modern aviation, GE graciously
bestowed my grandfather and his team with a few
shares of stock while the company made billions of
dollars. Instead of the glory that one would assume
comes with such an invention, GE ensured that this
elite team would remain loyal by financially tying
them to the company. The ambitious few at the top
use the minds of the loyal to progress their own careers and promote their own ideologies.
This dichotomy between ambition and loyalty
shows up in many places. Humans love dogs because they are loyal. They come when we call, they
do tricks when we train them and they love us unconditionally because they have been bred to be loyal. All humans have to do is be the hand that feeds
them and give them special treats for special tricks.
Evolution has chosen them to be a subordinate species because their survival became dependent on our
willingness to feed them.
The mountain lion, on the other hand, has cho-

sen a different path. It has killed, fought, tricked and
worked its way to the top of the food chain, and no
other animal dares confront this mighty beast without help. The mountain lion preys on the weak, and
it needs those lesser species to become stronger and
sustain his dominance. Yet the mountain lion is
alone.
In today’s world, the ambitious profit from the
work of the loyal, and, in return, the loyal receive the
relative equivalent of a pat on the back. Those who
choose the path of loyalty are asked
to subdue their own hopes, dreams
and aspirations in order to promote those of larger, better-funded
conglomerates.
Some of my grandfather’s
dreams may not have been realized, but that does not diminish his
achievements. He loved what he
did regardless of pay or rewards.
He made the world a better place
because he was willing to be loyal
and work hard.
My grandfather loved his job,
loved GE and had a very long, fulfilling life. He was happy, and he wasn’t bitter that
GE only gave him a few shares of stock in return for
his efforts. He had a team with which he was able
to share in the excitement of innovation and intellectualism. He had a family that was always there to
support him and love him, and, most importantly, he
was true to himself and what he loved.
If you are unhappy following orders from some
higher authority, ambition is your key to success.
However, loyalty can bring much fulfillment when
you’re loyal for
the right reasons.
Flashy
tokens
and
promises
of more money
should not be
able to lead the
truly loyal person
astray. True loyalty is being loyal
to the self.

“Those who
choose the path
of loyalty are
asked to subdue
their own hopes,
dreams and
aspirations.”
Walker Sullivan

Walker Sullivan
is a senior political
science major from
W inston-Salem,
N.C.

Write to us:
The Xavier Newswire is committed to
publishing opposing viewpoints and opinions in hopes of fostering dialogue on
campus among students, faculty and staff.
The Newswire accepts Letters to the Editor
on a weekly basis. Comments can be submitted online during the week. Please contact
us if you have opinions and wish to write on
a regular basis or a sense of humor and like
to draw. Find us online at xaviernewswire.com.
Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker

First Amendment to the United States’ Constitution

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Addiction Ebola panic spreads

When people think of addiction, they generally think about
smoking, alcoholism and maybe
even caffeine. The typically talkedabout addictions, such as smoking
and caffeine, are generally caused
by chemical dependencies that affect a person’s body. If someone
is addicted to nicotine, going too
long without a cigarette makes
him feel anxious and irritable. If a
caffeine-addicted person waits too
long for coffee, she grows drowsier and has a harder time concentrating on tasks.
While these addictions can be
harmful, they are not the only addictions someone can have. Nonchemical based addictions are
addictions that have no basis in
the chemical effects on the body
that cause withdrawals. These
non-chemical addictions are just
as present in our society as their
chemical based counterparts, if
not more so.
In last week’s episode of
“South Park,” the writers addressed addiction, focusing mainly on the topic of “freemium”
games, or free games that require
you to pay money for extra features. In the episode, the character
Stan becomes addicted to spending money on one such game, and
his friends intervene, convincing
him that he must turn to a higher
power for help. Stan accidently
summons Satan, who explains to
him “the darkness of the human
soul.”
The chemical dopamine, which
is released in your body during
a pleasurable act (such as eating
or sex), is the primary reason for
these addictions. Anything that
satisfies us releases dopamine, including things like accomplishing
goals and tasks. By constantly releasing dopamine through means
like video games or food, a person
can overload his or her pleasure
center with dopamine. Eventually,
the things that used to make this
person happy no longer seem so
pleasurable.
In most games, there are objectives to hit called “achievements,”
earned by accomplishing different tasks. In the “South Park”
episode, there were achievements
granted for simply collecting ten
coins and constructing a building. After completing the objective, bright lights and congratulations fill the screen proclaiming
“Congratulations!” and “Wow,

you’re really good at this!” This
practice is common for many
games, mobile and otherwise.
They all generally do the same
thing: heap on praise at the start
then give less as the game goes on,
requiring you to spend more time
and money to get the achievements. You get used to the stream
of praise at the start and feel compelled to play more and obtain
more.
Casinos use a similar tactic.
They fill their buildings with
bright, shining lights and a cacophony of noises designed to
sound like there could be someone winning, and that someone
could be you! A visitor may win
once, and dopamine is released.
The casino bets that this person
will play again in search of more
of that awesome dopamine. This
creates a cycle to which people
can become addicted, constantly
seeking that dopamine high. This
is one of the main causes of nonchemical addictions, such as sexual addiction, gambling, shopping,
et cetera.
The addictions can also come
in other forms, such as addictions to video games, work or
exercise. While it is fine to enjoy these things in moderation,
overusing them can be harmful.
For example, the popular World
of Warcraft game is infamous
for being addicting. It is known
for taking hours of people’s free
time every day. People will sometimes spend so much time playing
World of Warcraft, or other video
games, that they spend little to no
time socializing or moving forward in life.
People can also spend too
much time at work, limiting their
time with family and friends.
While work is necessary and not
inherently bad, working too much
can add unneeded amounts of
stress to one’s life.
These types of addictions are
easy to overlook, but can be dangerous in the long term. I’m not
saying you should entirely cut out
video games, exercise or other
such things from your life. I’m
saying that you should enjoy them
in moderation.
If you feel that you, or someone you care about, has a problem
with addiction, please contact the
counselors at the health center.
James Neyer is a junior Honors
Bachelor of Arts major from Cincinnati.

But Americans’ concern is selective

I am not a germophobe. You
can cough on me, and I probably
won’t even flinch. I do not believe
in hand sanitizer. I do not always
wipe down equipment at the gym.
I also am not a hypochondriac.
I am someone who, while coughing and sneezing, still makes it to
her 8:30 a.m. classes.
With winter fast approaching,
I’m used to seeing all the people
around me bathing themselves in
Bath & Body Works mini hand
sanitizers and rushing to get their
flu shots. This year, however,
things are different. This year,
people are putting on hazmat
suits.
The Ebola outbreak in West
Africa this past summer has
sparked panic around the world.
The numbers were shocking:
according to the CDC, almost
5,000 people have died in Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone.
So many people have died so
quickly, and now that the disease
has come to the United States, a
lot of Americans are very worried.
Their fear is partially due to fearmongering by the news media, but
there’s another important reason
that people are afraid: now, this
virus is a threat to “us” instead of
just “them.”
When the Ebola outbreak
began, it was contained in West
Africa. It had nothing to do with
“us.” People heard the numbers

of people dying in these countries, shook their heads and said,
“Oh, that’s awful,” then went
back to their dinners. But now
that some of the medical professionals who travelled to those affected areas have come back with
the virus, “we” have something to
worry about.

“People are afraid of
Ebola because it’s in our
country and we don’t
have a cure for it, but
the situation is infinitely
better here.”
Amelia Ryczek
Since the Ebola outbreak began, more than 300,000 people
have died from malaria. Malaria
is a curable disease, but because
of underserved hospitals and inadequate medical care, thousands
of people die from the disease
every year. In that same time,
about 600,000 people have died
of tuberculosis, which we have a
vaccination for here in the United
States.
People are afraid of Ebola because it’s in our country and we
don’t have a cure for it, but the situation is infinitely better here. In
the United States, if someone has
Ebola, he or she will be contained
and treated, and the virus is not

likely to spread. In West Africa,
you will not have access to that
kind of treatment.
Instead of throwing your money towards sanitizing products
that have been proven to only
strengthen bacteria in the long
run, instead of panicking about
a disease that will very likely not
directly affect you, instead of ignoring a global problem until
it’s on your doorstep, maybe we
should think a little more critically,
try to see the deeper causes of a
problem and then work together
to make life better not only for
ourselves, but for the rest of our
world.
Visit unicefusa.org for information on how to support efforts
to distribute health information
and medical supplies in African
countries affected by the outbreak.

Amelia Ryczek is a junior electronic
media major from Chicago.

Staff editorial: Planned Parenthood

At the end of October, the last
clinic where abortions are performed in Cincinnati, a Planned
Parenthood clinic in Mount
Auburn, was cited by the Ohio
health department and could close
in the near future.
Last year, a law was passed in
the state of Ohio that requires
clinics that perform abortions to
have agreements with private hospitals to transfer patients in case
of emergencies. Allegedly, the
Mount Auburn clinic did not meet
the requirements of this law.
Regardless of one’s opinion
on abortion, the way that the media has portrayed this situation is
deplorable.

Planned Parenthood is not
just an “abortion clinic,” as stated
in the headline of the story in
the Cincinnati Enquirer (http://
w w w. c i n c i n n a t i . c o m / s t o r y /
news/politics/2014/10/24/
cincinnati-planned-parenthoodabortion-clinic-transfer-agreement/17821871/).
Planned Parenthood clinics
provide many services conducive
to women’s health, including testing and treatment for STDs and
ovarian, breast and cervical cancer
screenings.
It is unacceptable to infer that
a variety of services for women’s
health can be reduced to abortions, which only account for
3 percent of the services that
Planned Parenthood provides.
It is also unacceptable to over-

look this story’s implications regarding the importance of local
politics.
In the past, clinics could remain in compliance with the law
requiring agreements with private
hospitals by making agreements
with individual physicians. Now,
state officials are changing the
game. Why is it that this particular
requirement is just now being enforced, and is it being done with a
particular agenda in mind?
We cannot fully account for
that, but we know this: if you
didn’t think voting for judges and
governors was important, we’ve
found a reason for you. We have
the power to elect representatives
who enforce laws fairly and consistently. But it seems it’s too late
for that now.
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Cincinnati Art Museum hosts famed “American Gothic”
By Aiyana Moore

Staff Writer

In August, Grant Wood’s
masterpiece “American Gothic”
joined “Daughters of Revolution”
at the Cincinnati Art Museum for
the first time.
The Cincinnati Art Museum
collaborated with the Art Institute
of Chicago to bring both of
Wood’s paintings to Cincinnati
to be part of the new exhibit,
“Conversations around ‘American
Gothic.’”
Wood’s
inspiration
for
“American Gothic” developed
when he visited Eldon, Iowa, a
small town where Wood spotted
the farmhouse that makes up the
background image of “American
Gothic.” This house, built in a
Gothic Revival style, led Wood to
imagine the people who had once
lived in the house.
With the aid of the local dentist
and Wood’s own sister, Wood was
able to recreate his vision. This
couple, though they would eventually portray the famous farmer
and his daughter, respectively, did
not pose side by side. Instead, they
posed separately and Wood added
each into the painting.
Wood dressed the pair based
off of tintypes that he had seen in
an old family album and added a
pitchfork, successfully completing
“American Gothic.”

Though “American Gothic”
is often misunderstood as a satirical portrayal of Midwestern
people, Wood saw it in a positive
light. He believed the farmer and
his daughter to be representatives
of survivors in a time of great
change.
“Conversations
around
‘American Gothic’” will play host
to not only Wood’s two paintings,
but also to “Baptism in Kansas”
by John Steuart Curry and
Thomas Hart Benton’s “Cradling
Wheat.”
Between the World Wars,
isolation led these painters, as
well as many others, to reinvent
American art. The artwork shown
at the Cincinnati Art Museum’s
“Conversations around ‘American
Gothic’” will portray these shifts
from European to American art.
Visitors to Conversations
around “American Gothic” will be
asked to compare the works and
to think about stereotypes and
realism.
They will also be asked to think
about how the works portray urban life as compared to rural life
and what it means to be American
in both senses. “American Gothic”
will remain at the Cincinnati Art
Museum until Nov. 16. Entrance
to the exhibit is $8 for adults, $5
for students with an ID and free
for children under 12 years old.

Berta Rojas delights
By Liz Slocum

Staff Writer

As part of the 2014 Xavier
University Music Series, the
Xavier community was treated to
a solo performance by renowned
classical guitarist Berta Rojas on
Nov. 9 in the Gallagher Student
Center Theatre.
The two-hour program had
classical Latin folk songs, waltzes
and salsas by composers such as
Manuel M. Ponce, Agustin Pio
Barrios Mangore and Julio Cesar
Oliva.
This performance, which featured Rojas alone onstage with
her guitar under a spotlight, was a
listening experience most do not
often have with guitar players. In
a time when the general public associates the guitar with the strumming of heavy, electronic power
chords, it is unique to hear the
instrument played with the virtuosity and delicacy of the classical
style.
Music seemed to flow effortlessly from Rojas’ guitar to the entranced audience in the Gallagher
auditorium as the classic Latin
melodies and rhythms transported them to a completely different
time and place.
Rojas introduced each song
and composer in a soft voice, preserving the ambient peace in the
overall atmosphere that the music

created.
The mastery of classical guitar
that Rojas displayed at the Sunday
afternoon performance continues her status as a veteran guitarist and there is a good reason why
she is well-known. In the past,
Rojas studied music extensively
in Uruguay and the U.S., studying
with renowned classical guitarist
Eduardo Fernandez and earning
her B. A. in Music degree from
Escuela Universitaria de Musica
and a Master’s from the Peabody
Institute in Uruguay.
The audience left the theater
expressing sentiments that the
performance was “beautiful” and
“amazing.” There were noticeably
long lines to buy her CDs during
intermission and at the end of the
show.
Clearly, the general consensus
was that the guitar renditions of
Berta Rojas were a terrific Sunday
afternoon treat and her live performance was beautiful.
Once again, Xavier chose an
exciting act to be part of its annual Music Series. Be on the lookout for other exciting artists and
events that will occur as part of
the Xavier Music Series in the upcoming year.

Newswire Rating:
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Painted in 1930, Grant Wood’s “American Gothic” remains one of the most recogniziable images of the 20th century.

Players presents “God of Carnage”
By Grant Vance

Staff Writer

sure of human nature. Having the
opportunity to see the early development of the show, the audience
is promised intellectual stimulation, strong performances of authenticity, well-timed dark humor
from the cast and a unique technical directorial style from Players’
President Kyle Daniels.
Daniels is proud of the way
the show is coming together and
the over-all state of the performance. “God of Carnage” is a
heavy show, moving Players into
the “thought-provoking direction” Daniels would like to see the

club continue to move into in the
future. Daniels’ goal is to “leave
audiences questioning how grown
up these characters actually are”
well after the curtain falls.
This goal will certainly be
met once the final touches have
been put on this promising piece
of philosophical theater. Don’t
miss the next step in Xavier
Players’ newest chapter, “God of
Carnage.” It’s an experience that
is sure to resonate with audiences
long after the performance. Catch
the show from Nov. 14 to 16.
Tickets will be priced at $3.

Opening Nov. 14 is Xavier
Players’ upcoming performance
of the philosophically controversial “God of Carnage.”
Written by French playwright
Yasima Reza, “God of Carnage”
will premiere as the first fulllength show from Xavier’s entirely student-run theater group.
The dynamically-nuanced play
examines human nature through
the lens of two dueling couples:
the Novaks and the Raleighs.
The Novaks (performed by
Elle McFarland
and
Ammar
Khan) invite the
Raleighs
(performed by Emily
deKanter
and
Sterling Shaw) to
their home in order to discuss the
proper means of
action as a result
of the Raleigh’s
son assaulting the
Novak’s son during a recess gone
awry.
What begins as
a civil discussion
between adults
slowly digresses
into a petty mess
of insult, pitting
the two couples
against each other
Photo courtesy of facebook.com
in a cynical expo- The cast working through technical rehearsals in the Players’ production of “God of Carnage”
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Cincinnati favorite “blends” coffee with music

Department of Social Work to host “Cafe Express Yourself” open-mic nights for the community
BY ALLISON WISYANSKI

Staff Writer
On Nov. 15, the Xavier
University Department of Social
Work will host an open-mic night
at Community Blend titled “Cafe
Express Yourself.”
The event is a macro-project
assigned to students in the social
work department with requirements to help the surrounding

community.
Located at 3546 Montgomery
Road, Community Blend is an
eco-friendly, co-op cafe that sells
fair-trade coffee, teas and locallymade foods.
The establishment is different
than other Cincinnati cafes, as it
provides employment and ownership opportunities to its local
Evanston residents, giving each of

them a share of the shop.
Community Blend pays its
workers above minimum wage to
keep the money earned there in
the local economy, as some of the
employees live in the Evanston
community.
“We hope that this is the beginning of many such enterprises
like this that are worker-controlled
so that the money generated stays
in the communities where the
businesses exist,” Tim Kraus of
Interfaith Business Builders said.
The cafe reaches out to the
Evanston community in multiple
ways. Community Blend is a business that emphasizes the value
of community, cooperation and
solidarity.
As for its fair-trade products,
Community Blend purchases
its coffee beans from Equal
Exchange, a company that has
longstanding relationships with
coffee co-ops and sources the
best beans from each harvest as
sustainably as possible. The smallscale farmers from whom it buys
its products are paid fair wages,
an important factor to workers at
Community Blend.
The
department
chose
Community Blend because of
its proximity to Xavier’s campus
and because its values align with
Xavier’s stated values.
This open-mic night will be
Community Blend’s first event of

Photo courtesy of urbancincy.com

Community Blend works closely with Equal Exchange for fair-trade coffee.

this kind.
“We wanted to do open-mic as
a way for our students to express
themselves creatively, whether
it’s poetry, stand-up comedy or
singing,” student representative
Teresa McCafferty said.
The main band for the night
is Vanilla Sake, a four-piece band
made up of Xavier alumni that
has played at various Xavier spots
such as Unified for Uganda events.
For this performance, two of
the four band members will play
indie-rock music with guitar solos.
The performance will be acoustic
and calm to contribute to the atmosphere of Community Blend.
At the end of the night, there will
be approximately half an hour

for anyone else who wants to
perform.
The Department of Social
Work hopes to give Xavier students a new place to go that
especially helps the Evanston
community.
The cafe is a “comfortable,
cute little place with lots of small
tables and perfect for studying for
students,” McCafferty said. “It’s a
prime place for diverse strangers
to meet, talk and appreciate each
other.”
So, if you’re looking to check
out a new off-campus spot,
Community Blend is a place to go.
The shop is open from 6:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekdays and 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekends.

The show opened with an
included Taylor Carrasco as
entertaining scene featuring
the Crocodile, who provided
the Darling family dog, folcomedic interludes throughlowed by Tinkerbell’s entrance,
out the performance, espewhich was artistically rendered
cially when coupled with James
throughout the show with
Gilmer’s portrayal of Captain
the use of a twinkling spotHook.
light quickly moving across
Though
the
dancing
the stage until dancer Melissa
throughout the show was specGelfin appeared as the fairy.
tacular, the ballet’s production
Gelfin’s beautiful and
value was made even stronger
graceful dancing throughout
when combined with the viPhoto courtesy of cballet.org brant and artistic set design,
the performance was magical and added an element of The Darling family performing in “Peter Pan” which was staged by Johnanna
wonder, especially when accom- dancing amazed throughout the Bernstein Wilt along with Jay
panied by her fellow fairies upon show, especially when he was fly- Depenbrock and Holly Highfill.
ing on stage. Amador’s jubilance
her arrival in Neverland.
The music seamlessly carried
Cervilio Miguel Amador’s and technical skill made the show the show, fluctuating between enperformance as Peter Pan was especially engaging and entertain- ergetic and lively to lethargic and
especially brilliant. His energetic ing.Other standout performances graceful to reflect the scene and

dancing.
Furthermore, the costumes,
including Tinkerbell’s beautiful
tutu, the Lost Boys’ raggedy attire and even the Crocodile’s costume, were skillfully executed and
helped transport the audience to
the world of Neverland.
The Cincinnati Ballet’s next
major performance will be its beloved rendition of Tchaikovsky’s
“The Nutcracker,” which will
also feature orchestral music
performed by the Cincinnati
Symphony Orchestra and will run
from Dec. 19 to 27.

Photo courtesy of facebook.com

“Peter Pan” skillfully marvels
Vanilla Sake is Will Clemens, Brian Sheridan, Anthony Notaro and Sean Dunn.

BY ZENAB SAEED
Staff Writer

The Cincinnati Ballet’s production of “Peter Pan,” which ran
from Nov. 7 to 9, sparkled like
pixie dust on the Aronoff Center
for the Performing Arts’ stage in
downtown Cincinnati. The ballet is based on the classic tale of
Peter Pan’s adventures through
Neverland along with Wendy,
John and Michael Darling.
The production featured music
composed by Carmon DeLeone
and was choreographed by
Septime Webre.
The ballet was performed
by the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra under DeLeone’s
conduction.

Newswire Rating:
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Cervilio Miguel Amador’s portrayal of the “boy who never grows up” displayed the perfect amount of youth and vigor required for the role. “Peter Pan” concluded its final performance on Nov. 9.
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The weather has been suspiciously perfect these past few weeks. The highs have
reached up to 60 while the lows have refused to dip below freezing. Students
are enjoying the sweater weather, the scarves and their pumpkin spice lattes.
Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end. All of Xavier will be subjected to ice, sleet and salt-stained shoes because winter is coming.

When the weather is perfect…
Lately the sun has been shining brightly,
accompanied by a light breeze. The rolling
hills of the Midwest are a mixture of reds,
oranges and yellows, which provide many
photo opportunities for the Instagramloving college students.

These lovely colors will inevitably
become a landscape of neutrals. The
leaves will dry up and everyone will
run indoors in fear of the snow that
will surely come.

When your clothes are on point…
This is the season of riding boots, plaid button-ups and fashion scarves. Most agree that
fall presents the best clothing opportunities.
Summer is too hot for accessories and winter is
the time for blankets and sweatshirts. Students
are taking advantage of being able to rock their
best outfits without being too hot or too cold.

When you don’t have to
use the defroster…
Who doesn’t appreciate being able
to get into their car and drive without
being held up by having to defrost
the car? Some even may crack their
windows for a slight breeze while enjoying the car ride.

When daylight lasts…
Before Daylight Saving Time, the days are
long and a lot can get accomplished. There is
simply more time for homework, friends and
even exercise. More daylight not only provides
extra “time,” but also extra energy.

Sadly, all cute clothes will run their course.
Students will dig out their sweatpants and puffy
coats to protect themselves from the sub-zero
temperatures of winter, while sweating profusely as they sit in classrooms set to 85 degrees.

One morning students will wake up with frost
on their windshields, and that’s when we know
it’s all over. Not only will students be late for
class because they forgot to factor in the time it
takes to hack away the ice on their windows, but
they also have to trap themselves in a freezing car
with a freezing steering wheel.

After Daylight Saving Time, we are initially
happy for that extra hour of sleep. Then students are wondering what went wrong when
it begins to get dark around 5 p.m. Daylight
becomes scarce, as does motivation to do anything besides binge-watching Netflix.

When you have the feeling of
eternal happiness…
The aftershocks of summer are still fresh and
strong. Most students rejoice at the cooler temperatures and spend endless amounts of time
outside playing frisbee and walking around campus. Everyone loves each other and loves being
back at school.

On the other hand…
Fall may have many wonderful opportunities available once a year, but
there are a few things it is missing.

Soon everyone is cursing the fact that
summer ended because their hands are cold
and their hearts have frozen. They feel betrayed by Mother Nature and are soon feeling hopeless because school is pointless and
home is a much happier place.

The holidays! The winter may be long,
dark, hopeless and cold but it has more holidays than any other season. So look at the
bright side; with winter comes Thanksgiving
carbs, Christmas spirit and hot chocolate.

